LETTERS PATENT DAY 

175th 
I would like to acknowledge and honor the Kaurna People and Ancestors on whose country we are very privileged be on here today.  

My name is Dylan Coleman, I’m a Kokatha Mula/Greek woman from the far west coast of South Australia. 
For thousands of generations our Aboriginal people have passed down our traditions orally through our Kokatha language.  
Our Elders have taught our young ones the importance of looking after country and honoring our obligations, keeping our Dreaming strong.  This has been our culture and our law.  
For many years we have traveled across our country, ginna munda munda, our foot steps in the ground, singing, and dancing, our inma. Keeping country, spirit and body, gundy gundy strong. Our Kokatha women’s story is the Seven Sister’s Dreaming. 
This has been the story of our Ancestors, this is our story today.  The very essence of our story is ‘survival.’  
We have faced discrimination from the Native Title.  
We face alleged academic expertise in Aboriginals affairs, including Aboriginal knowledge and language who are feeding into and perpetuating processes of systemic disempowerment.  
Even our Kokatha language has been appropriated to support this process. 
We have been pushed aside by those wanting the make big profits, effectively sucking the life essence out of our Dreaming, we’ve been pushed aside to make ‘Living Room’ for others who’ve come from outside our country, now it’s time to let us back in. 
Despite everything that has happened to us, we are still here wonganyi, speaking, about our story, sharing it with others so that they understand why it is important, that we keep country strong, our children knowable in our cultural ways, and that we survive.  

So what are we remembering here today? 
We are remembering the sacrifices that Aboriginal people have been forced to make, being pushed out of their living room, for a privileged few to benefit. 
On this very country, many Kaurna people have experienced trauma and have died from the impact of colonization.  Many of my people, and many other Aboriginal peoples, have also experienced the brunt of colonial forces and we continue to, even today.
Also, part of this remembering and honoring, that I’m speaking of today, is a 175 yr old written document: The Letters Patent, which was from a very different cultural history. 
A culture that values written words and western legal processes and systems.  Systems that say what is written through their law cannot be broken it must be obeyed.  
King William 4th came to the United Kingdom throne at the age of 64, what we might call an Elder, in our culture.  
He was a man of considerable wisdom and insight for his time, bringing about a number of important social reforms: the poor law was updated, child labour restricted, slavery abolished in nearly all the British Empire, and the Reform Act of 1832 refashioned the British electoral system.  
He was the first Monarch to appoint a Prime Minister to Parliament (reforms that impact on Australian society today through our Parliamentary systems). 
A year before King William the 4th died he issued The Letters Patent under an Act of Parliament on Feb. 19th 1836, one of greatest to us Aboriginal people here in South Australia, any beyond.  
It recognizes our rights as Aboriginal people when it states in part: 
Provided Always that nothing … shall affect or be construed to affect the rights of any Aboriginal Natives of the said Province to the actual occupation or enjoyment in their own Persons or in the Persons of their Descendants of any Lands therein now actually occupied or enjoyed by such Natives.

This is a clear recognition of us as Aboriginal people and our rights, and to our occupation and enjoyment of our lands.

Who would dare disobey the legal instructions issued by King of the British & Irish throne in 1836 under an Act of Parliament ?  
Would anyone here be game to do that?  And yet it has happened.  
Leaders of the colony of Van Diemen’s Land and later the political leaders of this country have embraced some of the reforms of King William the 4th to the benefit of Australian society, so why haven’t they embraced the Letters Patent?   
I think it is a reasonable question.  
Having said that, I wholeheartedly thank those Honorable members and others who have come here today in a show of support for the Letters Patent. 
These are important steps, steps that follow an honorable path.
Like the telling of our Dreaming stories from one generation to another, at the very essence of this legal act is survival – as the legal intent of King William 4th and his order of The Letters Patent: a written legal document. 
At its essence the document was intended to ensure not only our survival but a content existence.  
This King was a man who had a strong ethical grounding who believed that there should be Living Room for All.  
So how do we come to terms with what has transpired in the history of this State?

And how do we move forward in Reconciliation to institute our full civil rights together in this place ?
Myself and Kaurna Elder Lynette Crocker, ran for Legislative Council under ‘Independent SA Change’ in the 2010 State Election and continue our involvement, along with a growing number of others, in the Aboriginal Political Party movement today.   
We are calling for the people to empower us as Aboriginal people, to take control of our own lives & negotiate the first introduction of accountable process in Government.  
We’re calling for Aboriginal representative seats in Parliament. 
We are saying that the answer lies in Constitutional Change, in an indentured treaty with an inclusive bill of rights implementing for the first time the full import of the Letters Patent by all of us Coming to Terms with the territorial disenfranchisement of, we the Aboriginal people, and the destruction of our Aboriginal voice in our own land, so that we can move forward together.  

LIKE KING WILLIAM THE 4TH AND HIS ISSUING THE LETTERS PATENT UNDER ACT OF PARLIAMENT 
ARE CALLING FOR LIVING ROOM FOR ALL
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